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Fig. 1. Logging of the trees in the 19th century. In a few decades
nearly the whole state was deforested. Intensive agriculture
enabled soil erosion leading to extensive badlands (Picture: USDA
Forest Service)
Fig. 2. In 1929 during a heavy rainstorm a huge gully was cut.
Barns and houses were destroyed. In a few decades 80 % of the
loess hills of North Mississippi were transformed into badlands
(Picture: USDA Soil Conservation Service).
Fig. 3. To avoid further soil erosion in 1948 a reforestation
program was started. During the first 15 years, up to 50 million
trees/year were planted over an entire area of 1.8 million ha
(Picture: USDA Soil Conservation Service).
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Fig. 4. Sediment and soil sequence truncated by a gully near an
Indian Mound site at Owl Creek.
Fig. 5. Cross section through a sediment sequence at Charley
Cooper Site
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